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Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission Celebrates the 50th Anniversary of the 
Signing of the Fair Housing Act 
 
CEDAR RAPIDS, IA – April 11, 2018 – The Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission will 
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the signing of the Fair Housing Act on April 18, 2018 at 6:00 
p.m. at the Veterans Memorial Building on the 4th floor. The celebration will be in conjunction 
with the Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission’s regularly scheduled monthly meeting.  
 
As part of this celebration, Pheobe Trepp, Executive Director of Willis Dady Homeless Services, 
will serve as the guest speaker. She will explain the ongoing needs of people who become 
homeless. She will also discuss how quality affordable housing, along with a wide range of other 
solutions, can lead to more families quickly obtaining and retaining their own homes. 
 
 “Over 80% of the households we serve at our shelter have only been homeless one time. Their 
ability to obtain decent housing in Cedar Rapids is essential if we want to quickly resolve 
episodes of homelessness. We need to continue advocating for fair housing, and we need a wide 
range of solutions in order to have better long-term results” says Phoebe Trepp. 
  
LaSheila Yates, the Executive Director of the Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission, and the 
City’s Chief Diversity Officer states “The Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission has continued 
to serve as the primary agency in educating local community organizations, the public, and 
housing providers in how they serve as partners in eradicating housing discrimination. We look 
forward to establishing future partnerships to affirmatively further fair housing.” 

Please join us as we celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the signing of the Fair Housing Act and 
continue to build a more inclusive and diverse city, now and for future generations. This event is 
free and open to the public.  

For more information on this event or other programs, please call the Cedar Rapids Civil Rights 
Commission at (319) 286-5036 or visit our website at www.cedar-rapids.org/CivilRights.   


